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Best Practices

7.1 Institutional Values and Social Responsibilities
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7.1.2: Circulars and report of activities for the
Implementation of the initiatives documents
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As you are aware, World Wetlands Day (WWD) is celebrated every year on
2" February to commemorate the signing of international treaty on 'Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands’ in 1971 for conservation and wise use of wetlands at the
global level. India is a party to the convention since 1982 and has so far declared 27
wetlands as Ramsar sites covering 15 states, The Ministry of Environment, Forest &
tazvm Climate Change is the nodal Ministry involved in conservation and wise use of these
™ 5 sites and other wetlands.
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forms is now as urgent as tackling climate change. Considering the crucial role of
wetland ecosystems in recharging of aquifers, conserving floral and faunal
biodiversity & providing various ecosystems services, they need both regulatory and
promotional interventions. The States have a primary role to play in the conservation

3. I would like to seek your support for celebration of WWD in your State by
organizing various a,ctiy[ﬁ_e_slf‘si@ﬁ"éé"p"a“ﬁél"'“disCﬁ'ésions,,"._cul,tural programmes,
exhibitions/ painting com etitions/ Slogan contests/ Quiz contests at different levels
involving the éxperts, students, stakeholders, policy planners etc, Students at
different levels of chool/ College/ University and stakeholders may also be
€ncouraged to participate Tin essay/ slogan/ Painting/ Quiz/ Declamation/
Competitions on different environmental themes. Prizes may be distributed t0 the

outstanding participants on the basis of Their performance.

4. Background material for World Wetlands Day 2020 is enclosed. Information
is also available at WWW.ramsar.org and moef.gov.in.

5. It is requested that the wwpD may be celebrated in your State in a befitting
nPMmanner in each and every district, The district administration may be asked to

./ N identify  wetlands  in their dists and hold programme with community
)\A” y\-\ participation. I shall be 97'«: istry is apprised of the initiatives taken on
i/“z}
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A ¢ of the celebration may be sent to this
Ministry for d cemination @ transmiss‘\on to Ramsar Secretar'\at. The
e y reg'\stered and up\oaded on

Wwith regards
Yours faithfully,
oY Encl: A/a M
] (Manju Pa'nﬂgy)/
—~ ghri Anil Diggikar
principal gecretary

Department of Env'\ronment,
Mantralaya, Madam Gama Road,
Hutatma Rajgury Square,
Nariman point,

Mumbai ~ 400032.
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World Wetlands Day 2020 ~ ‘Wetlands and Biodiversity’
Information Note

Water is life, and wetlands are the life support systems that ensure functioning of water cycle. India
is endowed by a rich diversity of wetlands ranging from high altitude wetlands of Himalayas,
fioodplains of mighty rivers as Ganges and Brahmaputra, lagoons and mangrove marshes on the
coastline and reefs in the marine environments. Wetlands are rich reservoirs of biodiversity:

« 40% of the world’s plant and animal species live or breed in wetlands

« Over 100,000 freshwater species have been identified in wetlands so far

. Coastal wetlands, especially, are among the most biologically diverse places
As per National Wetland Atlas, nearly 4.7% of India's geographical area is under wetlands.

Wetlands are vital for our water and food security. As ‘kidneys of landscape’, wetlands receive flows
of water and waste from upstreamn sources. They help stabilize water supplies, cleanse polluted
waters, protect shorelines, and recharge groundwater aquifers. The extensive food chain and
piological - diversity in wetlands make them ‘biological supermarkets’. Wetlands are valuable as
sources, sink and transformers of a multitude of biological, chemical and genetic material. In
addition, wetlands have special attributes as cultural heritage of humanity, and have deep
connections with our beliefs and practices. They are indeed an important part of our natural wealth
and “liquid assets”.

U bttt nsach ol

The Convention on Wetlands, called the Ramsar Convention, is an intergovernmental treaty that
provides the framework for national action and international cooperation for the conservation and
wise use of wetlands and their resources. The Convention was adopted in 1971 at the Iranian City of
Ramsar. Contracting Parties to the Convention commit to designating wetlands into the List of
Wetlands of International Importance (as per 8 criteria set by the Convention), and wise use of all
wetlands in their territory. As on date, the Convention has 170 Contracting parties, who have
designated 2,339 Ramsar Sites covering an area more than 252 million hectare, making it one of the
world's largest protected area network. India became a party ta the Convention in 1982, and as on
date has designated 26 wetlands as Ramsar Sites under the 9 designation criteria of the Convention.

The ‘wise use’ approach of Ramsar Convention is globally recognized. Notably, the wise use approach
was coined in 1972, much before the hallmark 1992 Rio Conference wherein the term sustainable
development was rendered a definition. As endorsed by Contracting Parties of the Ramsar
Convention, wise use of wetlands is “the maintenance of their e@MﬁWh
the implementation_of ecosystem approaches, within the context of sustainable development’. The
Wise use approach recognizes that stemming wetland loss and degradation requires incorporation of

linkages between people and wetlands, and thereby emphasizes that human use of these ecosystems
on sustainable basis is compatible with conservation.

2™ February of each year is celebrated as World Wetlands Day to mark the date of adoption of
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands. The Convention is the only multilateral environmental agreement to
date for conservation and wise use of wetlands. The World Wetland Day is being organized to raise
awareness on the values wetlands have for nature > 24 d=SoCTesy Each year, the World Wetlands Day is
attached to a specific theme. The 2020 themeAetiar d\Biodiversity’ has been chosen to
initiate actions against the losing plant biodiveyai &\
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